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PREFACE.

E have great pleasure in publishing the
Second Volume of this grand Mahakavya
with the famous commentary of Sri Appayya
Dikshita. The succeeding volumes also will be
issued soon, at no distant date from each other.
The first volume was very well received by all
the scholars throughout the world and we are
sure that a study of this and the subsequent
volumes would greatly enhance the admiration
for the two great geniunses wiz., Sri Vedanta
Desika and Sri Appavya Dikshita who, by their
combination, have conferred upon this work a
unique distinction.

T. K. Balasubrahmanyamns.
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LIFE

Sri Appayya Dikshita.

T is with feelings of the deepest reverence and the
highest admiration that we approach the life of the
illustrious Dikshita than whom the world has never

seen a profounder scholar or a wore devout Bhakta.
There is a halo of sanctity around the name of our hero—
for certainly he was one of the greatest heroes of this
country~—and the very thought of him will not fail to
inspire the holiest and warmest feelings in any right-
thinking person who has had the fortune to read bis
immortal works. The word ‘Dikshita’ means ‘one who
bas performed a Sacrifice.” Sacrifices have been perform-
ed in this country, time without beginning, by countless
persons, but from the Mountain to the Cape, the word
Dikshita, without any further description,has come fto
attach itself exelusively to the great Soul from whose pen
proceeded the commentary upon the Yadavabhyudaya.
The country round Kanchi —the holy ctty which has from
the earliest times been a great centre of learning—has
given birth to many a great scholar. The author of the
Yadavabhudaya was born in the city and the commenta-
tor belongs to Adayappalam, a village near it. Our Dikshita
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was not the first scholar of his family. The family boasts
of a succession of distinguished Pandits both before and
after him. The family traces its deseent from the sage
Bharadvaja who in his humble cottage gave princely
entertainments to the heroes of the Ramavana with all
their retinue. Acharya Dikshita was the paternal grand-
father of our hero. He was popularly known as
Vakshasthalacharya Dikshita. The story as to how he
acquired that curious name is interesting. Krishna Deva
Raya, the great king of Vijayanagar. who ruled from
1509 to 15630 A. D. paid a visit to Conjeevaram. Whils
he was worshipping the God Varadaraja in company with
his wife and retinue, Acharya Dikshita composed the
following Sloka.
Fifaq FrEATRrSET dey A |
TE: GTATAT T ASAIGT ||

‘Beholding a woman of gold-like complexion looking
like Liakshmi herself, Varada fell into a doubt and looked
at his bosom (to see if Lakshmi was there).” The God
mistook the woman for Lakshmi and suspected that His
consort Tiakshmi had quitted Her seat in His bosom
and looked at His bosom to make sure whether she was
thera. The idea was extremely happy and Krishna Deva
was so enamoured of it that he thenceforward called him
Vakshasthalacharya Dikshita. The Sloka is quoted by
Appayya Dikshita in his Chitramimamsa as an example
of Sandehalankaradhwani and it is stated by our
author to be taken from ‘a work which is known as
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Varadaraja Vasanbotsava. Acharys Dikshita enjoyed
the patronage of Krishna Deva Raya. Nilakanta Dikshita
in his drama called Nalacharita refers to him as Acchan
Dikshita—Acchan being the Tamil word for Acharya—and
stabes that he was worshipped by Krishna Deva. Acharya
leshma. was renowned not only for his learning, but also
for the deeply religious life he led. He performed all the
qa.crlﬁces and dedicated his life to the service of God and
Hls creatures. He mariied two wives. The first was of
2 fa.mlly of Saiva persuasion like himself. The second
was Toté.ramba,, daughter of Srirangarajacharya who was
of a disbinguished orthodox Srivaishnava family known
as Sri Vaikuntacharya Vamsa. What a commentary
this upon the present-day prohibition of intermarriages
between the worshippers of Siva and Vishnu! Two of
the wost orthodox families of the two sects connected
themselves freely so recently as within four centuries ago.
Does not this afford counclusive proof that the distinctions
_of modern days are not only not sanctioned by the
Sastras, but are opposed to ancient custom? Totaramba—
whose name, by the way, is the same as that of the
mother of Vedanta Desika—gave birth to four sons of
whom the eldest was Srirangarajadhvari or Srirangara-
jamakhi, The name of the maternal grandfather Was
by his desire given to the eldest son. Rangarajadhvari
followed in the footsteps of his father and led a thorough-
ly Vaidika life. He has made valuable contributions to
the Vedanta literature. He was the author of Advaita
Vidya Mukura, Vivarana Darpana and other works.
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Two sons were horn to him. The elder was Appa-
Dikshita, our commentator, and the younger was Acchan
Dikshita whose grandson was Nilakanta Dikshita, the
famous author of the Nilakanta Vijaya Champu.

Although Appa Dikshita was the original name of
our Dikshita, he was popularly called Appayva Dikshita,
adding the honorific suffix Ayya. To this day he is
known only by the latter name. He calls himself Appa
Dikshita in the Parimala. He 15 indifferently called
Appaya (with a single ) or Appayya (with double ¥)
aceording to the necessities of the rhythm by Nilskants,
Dikshita, Samara Pungava Dikshita, Gangadbara Vaja-
peyayaji and Jagannaths Panditaraja i their verses
about him.

Appayya Dikshita was born in 1552 A.D. The date
of his hirth is fixed with tolerable certainty. Sivananda
Yatindra who was descended from him and who has
written his life specifically gives the above date. The
same date 1is inferrable from gcertain particulars given
by Nilakanta Dikshita. He sat at the feet of his learned
and holy father and learned all the Sastras including the
Vedanta. In his religious works he refers to his grand-
father and to his father who was also his Guru, with the
warmest admiration and with the deepest reverence. In
the Sivarkamanidipika, which he shortly refers to as the
Manidipika in the Pancharatradhikaransa of bis Parimala,
he offers his respects to his grandfather in the following
Sloka.
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ARGI-TZAT | GRS
grTadiRga =fa shmEThTaE |
sRafaEERETE T
FEARIAFGHITYE 99 |}
In the next Sloka of the same work he salutes his
tatber as follows.

7 Fer faiaafya: gagf ardng
AR ISR ATLHI: |
SEEELCEREERILE]
sfcgasmfas fiad adisia 1l
The latter Sloka oeccurs in the Nyayarakshamani

also. In the Sivatattvaviveka he refers to him as his
Guru though not by name or as his father.

ARSI, |
ARRIEAAEAR arel FdaTa: ||
He winds up the first Pada of his Parimala by a

glowing deseription of his father’s literary and spiritual
greatness in the following beautiful verses.

FINTITE TG RN AITIOCI R |
AfFFTaRTag sy, ||

HRTS TR HFCNIT FATATGRTH O |
FRiTEFRazad faeratrgawatEy |
weamfy A fage fafte 1% ek Fafvan )
TaEiamTety FqaR) PG suw: WA ||
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In the opening of the Siddhantalesasaugraha, he
refers to his father’s exposition of the Vedanta to himself
as follows: '

SRR E U I i | AR CU R
g FFSAT TR T ar, |

At the end of the third Pada ot the first chapter of,
the Parimala he refers to his father and to his paternal
grandmother’s family in the following manner.

sfidgrardaargiateatsiagaara-
R EEICUEI RICEECRENIEE IS G S C IRl
I JEAFALIARTS IS ey
qui: qréTsSE WAty fMAfadmeaE: |

He was proud of his own family as well as his
father’s connection with the family of Sri Vaikunta-
charya.

From his childhood he was of the most studious
habits and he applied himself hard to master all the
Tantras. His father, who was a thorough scholar, taught,
him all the Sastras and instructed him in the Vedanta, of
course on the Advaitic basis. We know it from our
author as well as from the works of his father that
the latter was an out and out Advaiti by conviction
and that he impressed his Advaitic knowledge upon thae
mind of his son and pupil. Appayya Dikshita’s grand-
tather also was a firm Advaiti. Our author from 'hie
ehildhood had an ardent passion for the worship of Siva.
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Although his father had instructed him completely in the
Nirguna Vidya of Advaitism, his love of Siva got the
better of the impressions made by his father’s teachings
and he began to labour hard for the cause of the Saiva
cult and wrote many powerful books to make it unassai-
lable. Tradition has it that Sri Nrisimhasrama Swami,
a great Advaita Acharya, the author of the Bhedadhik-
kara and the Advaita Dipika, hearing of the
greatness of Dikshita and his inaction in the cause of
Advaitism, went to him from his hermitage on the banks
of the Narmada and made him recall to his mind the
Advaitic instruction given him by his great father and
resolve to work in that field. He then wrote his great
Advaitic works—the Parimala, Nyayarakshamani, Sid-
dhantalesasangraha and others. The tradition receives
considerable corroboration from the author's own state-
ment in the opening Sloka of the Parimala that be had
{orgotten for a time the truths he had been taught by
his Guru and that he was awakened by a great perso-
‘nage. The sloka is as follows:—

TeRreafzead fregaaly aw Sifad = |
vyewny Raadia umfa [FAH Ty |l

The literary and spiritual greatness of Dikshita spread
his name far and wide throughout the country. His
grandfather had been eujoying the patronage of Krishna
Deva, one of the greatest kings of Vijayanagar. Although
the kingdom had received a crushing blow at the battle
of Talikota in 1565 A.D. in the 15th year of Dikshita
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a dvnasty known as the Third Dynasty sprang up and
the kings of that dynasty ruled for nearly a century over
a part of the original Empire. The three famous
brothers Ramavaya, Tirumalai Raya, and Venkatadri
had gained considerable influence and power in the
Vijayanagar State during the reigns of Achyuta Raya and
Sadasiva, the last kings of the Second Dynasty. Thev
were de facto kings and Achyuta and Sadasiva were more
or less at their merey. Ramaraya and Tirumalai
married respectively  Tirumalamma and Vengala,
daughters of Krishna Deva Raya. Achyuta reigned from
1530 to 1541-42 A.D. Sadasiva was king in name from
1542 1o 1567 A.D. Rama Raya and Venkatadri were both
killed in the battle of Talikota, and Tirumalai alone of
the three brothers survived the battle. From 1565 till
1567 he recognised Sadasiva as his sovereign though only
nominally. In 1568 he issaid to have murdered Sadasiva
and seized the throne for himself.

Tirumalai bhad four sons. On his death in 1574,
his second son Ranga II succeeded to the throne and
ruled till 1585 A.D. The youngest brother Venkata I,
also known as Venkatapati, succeeded him and oeccupied
the throne till 1614 A.D. The above history is taken
from Mr. Robert Sewell’s ‘Forgotten Empire.” In his
Antiquities, Mr. Sewell gave a different genealogy.
There he states that Tirumalai or Timma was the son
of Rama Rajah. The opening verses of Dikshita’s
commentary on the Yadavabhyudaya refer to Rama Raja,
Timma Raja, and Chinna Timma as kings in succession.
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Timms is only another name in Telugu for Tirumalai.
The reference to Timma in the verses appears to be as
the son of Rama Raja, although it is not impossible to
interpret them consistently with the genealogy given in
the Forgotten Bmpire i.e., making Timma the brother
of Rama Raya. Chinna Timma evidently is the same as
Rangs II, the son and suceessor of Tirumalai. Very
likely the son of Timma was popalary called Chinna
Timma. The commentary on the Yadavabhyudaya was
written by the desire of Chinuna Timms as stated by the
author himself. The family of our Dikshita had been
connected with the kings of Vija.ya.na.ga:r for a long time-
When Timma succeeded to the throne in 1567 A.D.,
Dikshita was 17 years old and had evidently become a
full blown scholar., When Chinna Timma succeed
Timma, Dikshita was twenty-five, and when Venkatapati
ascended the throne, he was thirty-six. He was 64 when
Venkatapati died in 1614. Dikshita appears to have been
the Chief Pandit of the Courts of these three successive
Kings. At the end of Kuvalayananda, the author says

Y FISAAIATAR IR |
PrRrTRgEa: frearfagarfa: )

‘Appa Dikshita wrote this work Kuvalayananda by the
command of Venkatapati full of spontaneous generosity’.
This shows that Kuvalayananda was written during his
reign and that Dikshita was connected with him. In the
Sivarkamanidipika, Dikshita refers to his then patron as
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Chinna Bomma. He states that he wrote the work at
the instance of King Chinna Bomma. He says:

aregaagay frafafy
GHSNROE: 96 998 |
AT RTEd
qi gy ARSEETL: |

The next Sloka which recounts the good qualities of
Chinna Bomma is not to be found in some manusecripts,
but the sloka succeeding it which refers to his greatness
as a King is found in all the wmanuseripts. Samarapun-
gava Dikshita,who was the grandfather of Gangadhara Va-
japeyayaii, the author of the Rasikaranjini, a commentary
on the Kuvalayananda, and whose brother is stated in
the Rasikaranjini to have been a pupil of our Dikshita in
the Vedanta, states in his Yatraprabandha that Chinna
Bomma on the occasion of his Golden Abhishekam co-
vered Dikshita with Gold. He says:

afiewany oRar fawoo-
Frrag R A |
SrqAaHIRAT T (AT~
FIEAS TR FAFISIAS, ||
We would humbly suggest that Chinna Bomma
may be identical with Chinna Timma-. Of course there is

no absolute certainty in these matters, and we only make
the suggestion as a probable one. During the reign of
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Acbyuta Deva Raya of Vijayanagar, there was an inserip-
tion made near Guntur by Sriman Mallayya Chinna
Bomma Nripati who was probably one of the Chieftains
of the Kingdom. Although there is an identity of names,
the date of the inseription which was before Dikshita'y
time i against the identity of the Chinna Bomma, of the
inscription with the patron of our author. About
Venkatapati there is no doubt whatever. Whatever
doubts there may be about names, it is certain that
Dikshita enjoyed the munificent and worshipful patro-
nage of his contemporary kings of Vijayanagaram.

His connection with the kings placed him in posses-
sion of ample funds to perform all sacrifices on a grand
scale. He was extremely kind-hearted by nature and
the story is told that when the goats which were to be
the victims were crying he was lost in pity and he finally
made up his mind to perform the sacrifice exelaiming
‘Veda, I trust you' (Bavs@u 2er%er suldQarer). Whe-
ther the story is true or not there is no doubt of his ex-
treme sympathetic nature which pervades his writings.
Tt ig said in the South that Bhattoji Dikshita, the great
grammarian who wrote the Siddhantakaumudi, Praudha-
manorama, Sabdakaustubba and other great works, paid
a visit to Dikshita on his way to Ramesvaram from the

_north. But the northern people would have it that
Bhattoji made his first acqaintance with Dikshita at
Benares. It is not important to inquire which version
is correct. There is no doubt that hoth of them lived ab
Benares for some time. A Pandit of Bhattoji’s scholar-
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ship and culture could not fail to be struck by the holi-
ness, scholarship and genius of Dikshita, and he bhad no
hesitation in making up his mind to seek him as his
Guru. He sat at Dikshita’s feet and learned the
Bhashya of the Brahma Sutras and several other works
written by Dikshita. In his work known as the Tatva-
kaustubha, Bhattoji quotes from the Madhvatantra-
mukhamardana of Dikshita. Bhattoji was a devout

Vishnu-Bhakta. In tbe opening of the Sabdakaustubha,
he says:—

A SEHTHO WFAT ARG AT, |
WEIRET STa: A%l Ssgdred ||

The various illustrations he gives in the Siddhanta
Kaumudi also point to the same conclusion. For illus-

trating the use of &I and ®I he composes the following
Sloka.

sirearag Wi TN ASH W &
@l ¥ s @ 2R wrg amiy A fag: |l

Dikshita’s breadth of mind and freedom from preju-
dice, which we shall amply demonstrate later, mus$
have made it quite easy to Bhatto)i to accept a
Sivabhakta for his Guru. If the acceptance by Bhattoji
of Dikshita as his preceptor enhanced the latter's repu-
tation, it was also fruitful of evil. Dikshita’s connec-
tion with Bhattojias his master brought him into un-
pleasant relations with Panditaraja Jagannatha. Bhat-
toji read Vyakaranam under Krishna Dikshita the
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author of Prakriya Prakasa. Jagannatha’s Vyvakaranam
teacher was Viresvara Dikshita, the son of Krishna Dik-
shita. Bbattojiin his Praudhamanorama disapproved
of some of his master’s views. This enraged J agannatha
and determined him to take a vow of lifelong enmity
with Bhattoji and persons connected with him.  Jagan-
natha was a great favourite of the Mogul Emperor
Shah Jahan,

In his Bhamini Vilasa he says that his vouth was
spent upon the palm of the Emperor of Delhi.

‘ReSramvuritrgTae Giq 9T 93

He wrote a work named Asaf Khan Vilasa, the story
of Nawab Asafkhan. He states in the opening of that
work that he was dubbed with the title of Panditaraja by
the Emperor Shah Jahan. In one of his public dispu-
tations with Bhattoji, our Dikshita is said to have
favoured the side of his pupil Bhattoji. That was enough
to rouse the implacable hatred of the poet of the Moghul
Court. Jagannatha hated Dikshita as bitterly as he hated
Bhattoji. Bhattoji is said to have insulted Jagan-
natha by calling him Mlechcha ( 3= ) in a public
assembly. Jagannatha swore that he would prove himself
to be a Mlechcha by ravishing Bhattoji’s Manorama. The
Manorama was a work of Bhattoji and the word also
means ‘a beautiful woman’. He, or his disciples under his
supervision, wrote Manorama Kuchamardana in refuta-
tion of the views of Bhattoji expressed in the Manorama.
Nagesa Bhatta in his commentary on the Kavya Prakasa
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refers to the insult offered by Bhattoji and the retalia-
tion of Jagannatha in the presence of Appayya Dikishita
in the following Sloka.

rgifregygdeamtoes qeaiftom

TSl sAsfifasa agfy Resh Wit |
qeaeATiaRs JAfafEar o8 sagERE

feerrer aRRARTEERSEEeTETE, R ||

Jagannatha himself in his work known as Sabda-
Kaustubha Sanottejana refers to the encoaragement
given by Dikshita to Bhattoji as follows:—

S P HE RO R EC
ATHZETAGAE TAASTSIA |

The hatred Jagannatha conceived for Bhattoji was
freely extended by him to his Guru also. Jagannatha
took the cudgel against the views of Dikshita expressed
in his works of rehtoric. Great genius and scholar as he
was, Jagannatba was certainly not justified in speaking
contemptuously of a scholar of Dikshita’s eminence
whose colossal contributions to the religious literaturs
have placed the Hindu world under the deepest obliga-
‘tion and whose pure, unsullied and spiritual life will
inspire to the end of time the noblest sentiments. In
his Sasisena, Jagannatha says

A PAaTI AT
afeaagay s@rT: |
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He wrote an abtack on Dikshita’s Chitramimamsa,
work of rebtoric. The condemnatory work opens with
the following proud challenge.

qgd [arsg ags agdiiarnr-
T IlEagaiag o |

fadear afy agea fresam
TEAEYTTSAIHN T ||

In his Rasagangadbatiya he refers to Dikshita in
contemptuous terms and combats his views. In rehtorie
Panditaraja may be a greater authority than Dikshita,
but rehtoric was the least part of the latter. His great-
ness was as a religious controversialist and as such no
one can deny that he is unsurpassed and unsurpassable
The Kuvalayananda he wrote by the command of his
king. A great part of his time was taken up by the prae-
tice of the daily ritual and by meditation. What leisure
he had, he had to utilise for the writing of his religious
works. One work like the Sivarkamanidipika or the
Parimala would be enough to immortalise s writer's
name. But how many works have come from Dikshita’s
pen? Heis generally described as the writer of 104
works. Small wonder therefore that Panditaraja should
be able to combat some of Dikshita's views expressed in
the Kuvalayananda and the Chitramimamsa.

It is interesting to turn from the bitter censure of
Jagannatha to the appreciative references made to Dikshita
by Khandadeva the great Mimamsaka who was Jagan-
natha’s father's Mimamsa teacher. He is one of the

2

“
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greatest authorities on the Purvamimamesa. He refers to
Dikshita as a great Mimamsaka (u‘miaiq}iw) although
he dissents from some of his views.

After spending a vear or so in Benares, Dikshita re-
turned to the South. He felt that his end was approa-
ehing and he wanted to expire at the holy city of Chid-
smbaram. All his life he had worshipped Lord Siva
with rapturous devotion. What could be more pleasing
o him than to end his earthly existence before the holy
feet of Lis beloved Lord? A man’s real religious and
moral worth is often said to be tested by the manner of
his death. Remembrance of the Liord in the last moments
is insisted on in the Gita as a necessary condition of sal-
vation. What thought fills the dying wan in his last
moments, that he becomes after death. Even 1if the
dying man should be in a perfectly unconscious state, if
he was a good devotee, the Lord whom he served all his
life, will awaken in him a clear remembrance of Himself
and lead him to the goal. The Lord says

ade fgIaM d FggNmaig |
S WU a%H a7049 qw@; afiq ||

The verb ®9IIH is interpreted as having the causal
signification of ‘making him remember’. Dikshita re-
tained full consciousness till his death. The Gitacharys
promises * As is the contemplation duiing life, so is the
realisation at and after death.’

et WA ae7 fatgaara aresh |
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Dikshita was absorbed all his life in rapturous love
for his ﬂﬁ’ﬁﬁﬁ"ﬁ{. Surely the God whom he worship-
ped would not be God if He did not stand by a life-long
devotes of Himself at the hour of death and make Him-
self vigible to him and lead bim into the Light-Eternal.
Let us hear Dikshita’s own description of his last thoughts
and vision. His last words were

fageta gt ot s

A" [AdeeTen: gFTIR FIREA: |
TIifE A9 gaaEIR A7 9T A

T Pfaenay foaed faely 93 ||
AT FIZHFFATTZIEIH -

SNFAAAT 7978 ¥ TEMENISA |

"This city of Chidambara is well known for its sacred-
ness. Splendidly modest sons (have been born to me).
Bome good works have also been written. My years are
more than seventy. Longing for pleasure, I have none.
I want nothing. Orly I am anxious to see my Lord's

place. There flashes in my heart the rising Sun of the
light of the Lotus-Feet of the Dancer of the Golden Hall.’

So saying he expired and joined the Lotus-Feet of
his Lord. Dikshita was about seventy-two when he
died. He left eleven sons. His brother’s grandson
Nilakanta Dikshita was with him at Chidambaram in
_his last days. Dikshita 1s said to have blessed him more
shan any of his sons. When Dikshita expired with
the uafinished Sloks in his mouth, his sons are said to
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TH SRS
garERTEE ERRT g=mEr |

‘ Certainly the bewildering night of Samsaia flled
with the fierce demons of births and deaths has come to
an end.’

Before entering upon a veview ol the important
works of Dikshita, we must lay special stréss on the
breadth of mind and magnanimity which were character-
1stic of him. As we have said before, Advaitism was
accepted by him as the true philosophy. His father and
grandfather firmly believed n Advaitism, and although
the former died when Dikshita was quite young, he had
taught him impressively the religion of Sankara. Itis an
important tenet of Advaita that intense Bhakti to Saguna
Brabma (Isvara) leads to the realisation of Nirguna
Brahma. At the very opening of the Sivatattvaviveka,
Dikshita states that the unconditioned Brahma propound-
ed by the Upanishads is beyvond description by way of
praise and that he therefore composed the Sikharinimali
in praise of Siva the conditioned Brabma. Inthe opening
of the Sivarkamanidipika he says

TerAgE O ARERREEEE T
arF Y QIR AT AR R g |
T AWNTAMAN T Rrrmal it frshaEta
TR TR TSR ||
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FUCATIALTET TEN-GRTETHIT: |
StEaaTEaT garAtEta ar ||

"Although the Upanishads and the Agamas together
with all the Puwianas, Smritis and Itihasas like the
Mahabharata are centred in Advaita alone, although the
Brahmasutras also convey to mature thinkers the same
idea, although Advaitism was the religion embraced by
the great teachers of old like Sankara, still an ineclina-
tion for the Advaita is produced by the Grace of Lord
Siva and by that alone.’

The ahove is an apology for his writing & comment-
ary on the Sutra Bhashya of Nilakanta which incul-
cates the worship of Siva as the means of salvation.
Dikshita’s faith in Advaitism did not prevent bis enter-
mg sympathetically into the heart of the Saiva cult—
which is diametrically opposed to the Unity of the Advaita
—and expounding it more powerfully than any Saiva
Acharya has ever been able to do. This is only a small
part of the liberalism of Dikshita. Unfortunately in
modern times devotion to one of the two Murtis, Siva or
Vishnu, has come to imply necessarily hatred for the
other Murti. It must be said to the everlasting credit of
Dikshita that he was entirely free from any the slightest
prejudice against Vishnu although he yielded to none in
devotion for Isvara. His Varadaraja Stava and Sri Krishna
Dhyanapaddhati breathe genuine and intense love of
Vishnu. His great Advaitic works, the Parimala and the
Nyayarakshamani, open with the following extremely fine
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sloka in praise of Vishnu,
T ATFSAT TZATRE
TRARULNY TAEPT TGAIT: |
T JRgEfaRd TR
7: § ¥ frag malkes g |
The same sloka is placed at the commencement of
the Kavalayananda. This Sloka breathes as intense a
devotion for Vishnu as that breathed for Siva by the

suthor’s following favourite Sloka which is placed at the
sommencement of his great Saiva works.

FEIEAAR: TRy
@ el wfyag avgy |
TR FATSE AT

AREIrEgaTT a7: 3137 ||
The following is the opening Sloka of Dikshita's
commentary on the Yadavabhyudaya.

HAATIAZTAATTAGIHCH, |
MFBGIL A ARG ]

The Sloka is as full of rapturous devotion for
Krishna as any Sloksa of Suka in the Syi Bhagavata. In
the first Sloka of the Madhvatantra Mukhamardana he
clearly savs that it matters not whether Siva or Vishnu
is worshipped as the Saguna Brahma and that he would
not at all quarrel with the worshipper of Vishnu. Hs
wrote commentaries on the Brahmasutras from the
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standpoints of the four prinecipal schools, viz.,, those of
Sankara, Rarnanuja, Madhva and Nilakantha. The
Nayamayukhbamalika of Dikshita is an elaborate com-
mentary on the Sutras in accordance with Ramanuja’s
interpretation. Dikshita gives the Madhva exposition of
the Sutrags in his Nyayamuktavali and his own com-
mentary thereon. The Ratnatravapariksha and the
commentary thereon were written by Dikshita to give a
clear 1den of Srikanta’s interpretation of the Sutras. The
books written by Dikshita in accordance with the schools
of Ramanuja, Madhva and Nilakanta might with advan-
tage be read as text-books by the followers of those
schools. By conviction Dikshita was an Advaiti.
Advaitism was the rehgion his mind accepted as true,
but worship of Siva was the religion of his heart. He
bad not the slightest tinge of hatred for Vishnu; on the
contrary, be fully sympathised with the worship of Vishnu
and was bimself a good lover of Him. He saw no differ-
ence between Siva and Vishnu who were different forms
of the Saguna Brahman, but his heart leaned by nature
towards Siva. A frank confession is made by him of
his bias in the famous verse ending with the following
line AYNT W HEEI-ZIW( | Dkshita’s magnanimity of
heart is amply testified to by his writing a commentary
on a poem of Desika who was the leader of a rival religi-
ous school.

We cannot within the short compass of an introduc-
tion give anything hke a full idea of the invaluable
contributions of Dikshita to the Sanskrit literature. We
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must rest content with referring to some of his important
works and touching upon their greatness. Dikshita was
a thorough master of the Mimamsa. Hvery one of his reli-
gious works is full of extremely learned discussions of
the canons of the Mimamsa as aprlied to the interpre-
tation of the Vedanta. He delighted in Mimamss
discussions, and his Vedantic works give us as clear an
insight into the canons of the Mimamsa as the best text-
books on the subject.  The Sivarkamanidipika dis-
plays the most throughgoing knowledge of Mimam-
ea, Vyakarana, Nvava, Rehtoric, and in fact, of the
whole field of Sanskrit literature. What Vachaspati,
Sudarsana and Javatirtha have done for the Bhashyas of
Sankara, Ramanuja and Madhva, Dikshita has done for
the Bhashya of Srikanta. In manv places the book is more
an original discussion than a commentary As an intellec-
tual treat, there is not a more learned and well-reasoned
and interesting work than the Sivarkamanidipika.
The author has, against his own Advaitic conviction, to
fight as best he could for establishing Dvaitism and
demolish Advaitism. His genius evolves Purvapakhsas
and Siddhantas for the different Adhikaranas to arrive at
Dvaitic conclusions with a throughness which must
astound for ever the greatest thinkers. To the Siva
Bhakta, the book is a priceless treasure. The author pro-
nounces Srikanta to have been a practiser of the Dahara
Vidya. He detects that fact by a eritical examination
of Srikanta’s references to the different Vidyas. In his
commentary on the sloka
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aragAfad X9 gt FwEE |
gare: i sfiwvea gare |)
Dikshita appears to incline to the view that Srikanta
came after Ramanuja and Madhva. That view would
differ from the statement in the Sankars Vijaya of
Madhava that Srikanta was a contemporary of Sankara.
The Sikharinimala consists of sixty slokas in praise of
Siva. The vetses contain arguments for the supremacy of
Siva, and the Sivatattva Viveka is a commentary upon
them., The Sivatattva Viveka is an elaborate attempt to
establish that Siva is the Lord of the Universe. For the
Saiva cult no book has done more service than the Siva-
tattva Viveka. Even from a purely intellectual point of
view, the book will not fail to elicit the admiration
of all impartial scholars The Parimala is an extremely
elaborate commentary on the Kalpataru which is a
commentary on the Bhamati which in its turn is a com-
mentary upon the Bhashya of Sankara on the Sutras.
Madhusudana Sarasvati refers to the Parimala as an emi-
nent authority on the Advaita  Brahmananda defines
Vedanta Sastra as heing comprised of the five
books, w2z, the Brahma Sutras, Saukara Bhashya,
Bhamati, Kalpataru and Parimala. The author of the
Kalpatarn was himself a great Mimamsaka and he
discusses a large number of Mimamsa Nyayas in the
Kalpataru. This gives great scope to Dikshita for discuss-
ing almost all the Nyayas of the Mimamsa elaborately in
the Parimala. The value of the Parimala as a guide for
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understarding the Kalpataru is spoken of highly ir the
Nalacharita in the follcwing sloka.

aegifya fEfhafagly anarfm vadr sgFTam |

arsfr weggediaTaay affuRgal qdi9y ||

‘Appa Dikshita, bow shall I describe your muni-
ficence which is beyond praise? Even that Kalpaka
tree (Kalpataru) which gives all that is asked for depends
apon your words for their Artha (meaning, pecuniary
zain).’

The Parimala is as powerful an advocacy of Advaita
a8 the Sivarkamanidipika is of Visishtadvaita. We are re-
minded of the great Vachaspati who wrote commentaries
on all the six Darsanas saying the very best that can be
said for each of them In the Siddhantalesa Sangiaha,
Dikshita has extracted all the different views of the
different writers on Advaita on all controversial points.
The Advaita Acharvas differ on such points as
LHAAAE or FFRVEAAE, @MEIWAFING  or qI=BHAE,
wifgey. Dikshita states clearly all the different views

on each subject and discusses them. How can there ba
eontradictory views among the Advaita Acharyas them-
selves on the same point? Dikshita gives a beautiful
answer. All the Acharyas agree in affirming the unity
of the Soul and the unreality of the phenomenal world.
For the world of fiction different explanations are given
according bto the ingenuity of each Acharya. What if
different explanations are given for a mere fiction? The
Nyayaraksbamani is a splendid exposition of the Advaitic
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interpretation of the first Adhyaya of the Brahmasutras.
It is a clear and an claborate exposition of the meaning of
the Sutras. The book contains a great many original argu-
ments both for the Purvapaksha and the Siddhanta under
sach Adhikarana In the Anandamayadhikarana, his argu-
ments are simply brilbact. The language of the Sutras
of that Adhikarana is distinctly in favour of the mterpre-
fation of the Vristikara. Though Sankara in his Bhashya
after setting forth in full the interpretation of the Vritti-
kara refutes it on the strenyth of the Upanishads, hs
does not convince us that the language of the Sutras is
in favour of his view. He himself sees that the languags
must be forced a good deal to be interpreted in consonance
with his views. He gays thal the Sutras must somehow
or other be interpreted suitably to his views. Dikshita.
goes a great way to show how appropriate the language
i3 to suit the meaning of Sankara. The Upakramg
Parakrama is an elabrate discussion of the Upakrama
Nyaya of the Mimamsa as applied to the Vedanta. The
Vidhirasayana is a clear and full treatise on the naturs
of the different kinds of Vidhis. The author himself has
written a commentary upon it. The Kuvalayananda,
Chitramimwmsa and Vritii Vartikam are his works on
rehtoric. The Nakshatra Vadavali is & work on Vya-
karana. The Ramavanatatparya Sangrabhs and Maha-
bharatatatparya Sangraha establish that the two Itihasas
propound Siva as the Lord of the Universe. Dikshita
has written numerous other works. Some of them are
extant, and some others are known only by their names.
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He was a versatile genius and his scholarship was
the widest and the deepest. He was really a Sarvatantra
Swatantra which epithet he himself interprets in his
commentary on the Yadavabhyudaya as meaning—one
who can, according to his pleasure, prove or disprove any
system of religion or philosophy’

We will now discuss the authorship of the commen-
tary on the Yadavabhyudaya as it might appear
strange that Dikshita should have written a commentary
on a poem of Vedanta Desika. Dikshita himself is said
40 have enumerated his works in the following verses

SEgzIReTITSS e |

Fd: FASAEHAAAGIT GT ||

Bl CIC b (i R G E 2
AEANGEATEITI] AT I 9 Fd Fa:
FrTETEATST 9 [ATedl q@rd [FEgar |
FrafaEUser Reafggaiad ||
ST &7 o GFadl AfERaEE |
FIQTIGIAAT AFOAAGELT: )
FEgMtaa g FESEI: |
ARIEEEE = JeEedE = faegaq ||
AR IGHAARETE: |
TGS AGFAATIEAATIAT ||
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LGS AT SEAEAHAT |

sfvsraETEar e abmeE ||

AgUFEEEa 7 9FEar aadd |

AAHES AT AlfAfrEETE |

HeATTEA G IS TE T ATF: |

TG ANT: FHGATRTITTH: ||

qar TRAS: FAAEETIIIF: |

sitmvsarTeTTed ¥ RrEsaiEwT |

iRl RraTgararoE: |

W@AAINGT o qFL@EqaEqr ||

qat Rretofiarer auasEdEd: |

Praaataysa ArasurEd a9 ||

P T R TA TR ASHLHT |

dratararfasygeaar FreEEan ||

HarEraEttie STRATFA: |

TF AFY T g9 SEedn: griatarian |)
The commentary on the Yadavabhyudaya is included

in the above ist Every scholar who has written about
the life of Dikshita has included it as one of his works

All  the available manuscripts of the com-
mentary give the full description of Dikshita in the
colophon. The description cannot apply to any other.
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The commentator could not have bheen a follower of
Ramanuja, because, if it were so, theie should have been
Slokas in the opening in praise of Vedanta Desika. The
absence of any Mangala Slokas in praice of the poet, is
eonclusive proof that the commentary was not written by
a Visishtadvaiti. The commentary does not contain many
quotations from Visishtadvaitic works which we should
certainly expeet to find if one of that school had written
it. At the same time the commentary brings out aecu-
rately the secret doctrines of the Vaishnava seet, where-
ever the text suggests them. It would be ditheult to
find an author outside the Sri Vaishnava community,
barring our Dikshita, who could have correctly learned the
secret doctrines of the school of Ramanuja. Vyasaraya,
the great Dvaita Acharva who in scholarship and
genius will yield to none and who by his famous woiks
known as the Vvasatrayam has immortalised his name,
commits a mistake, excusable though, 1n representing the
seceret doctrines of Ramanuja’s school in the Ananda-
taratamyavada at the end of his Nyayamrita. The
Vaishnavas keep some of their doctrines secret and
would not teach them except to the uninitiated. No
wonder therefore if a writer of a rival school is not
informed of them accurately. But even there Dikshita
would not commit a mistake. His representations of
the doctrine of Prapatti in the commentary are quite
accurate. Evidently his Vaishnava connection throngh
his grandmother afforded bim facilities for learning the
gecret Vaishnava doctrines. For every Sloka in the
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poem, the eommentary explains the Alankara. The
exposition of the Alankarss thronghout is in agreemens
with the views expressed 1n the Kuvalayananda. It is
not possible to say anything decidedly about ¢he
identity of style as the work is only a commentary
and there is no occasion for any succession of original
sentences; but looking at what little of original composi-
tion there is in the commentary, we may say that the
hand of Dikshita is visible in it. Dikshita was a great
devotee of Sri Krishna. His Sri Krishnadbhyanapaddhati
gives conclusive proof of his Krishna Bbakii. Love of
Krishna appears to have been the characteristio
of Dikshita’s family. Dikshita's love of Krishns
would have made it agreeable to him to write a
commentary on a poem relating the storv of Krishna.
His King desired him to undertake the work, and he
says he began it by his King’s desire. It is stated in the
Tyagaraja Vijaya that Dikshita wrote a commentary
also on the Padukasahasia, another work of Vedanta
Desika, although the commentary is not forthecoming.
In the Kuvalayananda, Diksbita quotes the following
Sloka which is the 4th Stanza io the 6th canto of the
Yadavabhyudaya as an 1llustration of Parikaralankara.

AE7Sa fawt 17 g3ar-
FTAETTd IS |

fafengaT azaasr 7
FATaETar wafezer |l
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Dikshits explains the countext of the Sloka fully
This fixes Dikshita with a study of the poem. There
appears to be no doubt whatever about the authorship

When we had almost finished our sketch of Dikshi-
ta, we were favoured by an esteemed friend of ours who
is a descendant of Dikshita, with a manuseript of the
life of Dikshita by Sivananda Yogindra. Chinna Bomma,
and Narasimba appear to have been two brothers who
after the death of Krishna Deva Raya were ruling in
Vellore and Tanjore respectively. Adayappalam, the
birth-place of Dikshita, is a village five miles from Arn:
and about 25 miles from Conjeevaram. Chinna Bomma
and Narasimha were both great admirers of Dikshita,
and patronised him very liberally. They treated him as
their Guru. The date of Dikshita’s birth was 1550 a. D.
corresponding to 4654 Kali. The following Sloka gives
the date.

AT TECAN( ¥ &1 ¥ ) BEAHGGATTRIATA T I
FATANSY FOTARAIZASGTIAIATR |
FSASEFANRTE IR Y
ey grdre gAsly & afisy wEfEn: |
His horoscope is set out in the following Sloka:
& WFEggTAF T AFRT
i afgeay I W T TRl
ary IR Pafigy g gorat
o Bremaieng gued Ey |
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Dikshita is believed to have been an Amsavatara
(partial incarnation) of Siva. His birth is said to have
been foretold in the following verses of the Sivarahasya.

ARAIsh AT |
HEURERE: Rravwae: g4t |

e qqT YA gE AR |

In the following Sloka of the same work it was
prophesied by Siva that Dikshita would be born as a
Samaka in the Kaliyuga and after writing a number of
works establishing His greatness would in the end be-
come one of His Ganas.

FoI SBRANSHA PraErecarTda=n-
q FAEESE AATRIEIER: |
s JaraiagEgt: FETR
Ay quearE WAl I qarsa @\ T ||
When it is remembered that in the field of religious
and other literature, Dikshita holds a rank which is

second to none, it will be quite easy to admit his having
been born of the Divine Essence, for, in the words of Sri

Krishna,
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“Whatsoever is glorious, good, beautiful, and mighty,
understand thou that to go forth from a fragment of My
splendour.”

A. V. Sopalochari.




Yadavabhyudaya.
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